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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this research is a matter to legalize abortion for rape victims in 
Malaysia. The research started when we realised that S312 of the Malaysian Penal 
Code (Act 574) only permitted abortion if the continuance of the pregnancy would 
place the life of the mother at risk and it must be confirmed by a medical practitioner 
registered under the Medical Act 1971. This provision has come to an issue of injustice 
as the right of women to seek for abortion has been deprived especially for the rape 
victims. The right to obtain an abortion should be examined in order to see whether 
such right would fall as an absolute right of women on the basis of morality and 
religious views. In result of this research, many States have actually acknowledged 
such right to get an abortion for the rape victims. 
in 




List of Cases vii 
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 
1.0 Introduction 1 
1.1 Background 2 
1.2 Research Questions 4 
1.3 Research Objectives 4 
1.4 Research Methodology 5 
1.5 Limitation of the Research 6 
1.6 Significance of the Research 7 
CHAPTER TWO: PROBLEM FACED BY RAPE VICTIMS 
2.0 Introduction 8 
2.1 The Short and Long Term Consequences of Being Raped 8 
2.2 Group of the Unfortunate Victims 10 
2.3 Legal Provision in Malaysia 12 
2.4 Lack of Legal Provision to Provide Right to Abort for the Rape Victims 13 
2.5 Conclusion 14 
IV 
CHAPTER 3: CURRENT LAW THAT ALLOWING ABORTION 
3.0 Introduction 15 
3.1 New Zealand 
3.1.1 History of Development: Abortion Law 15 
3.1.2 Grounds of Exceptions to Abortion 17 
3.1.3 Legal Period of Time to Abortion 18 
3.1.4 Procedures of Abortion of New Zealand 19 
3.1.5 Applying the Laws of New Zealand in Malaysia 20 
3.2 United States of America 
3.2.1 Landmark Case of Roe v. Wade 21 
3.2.2 Abortion as an Absolute Right of Women 22 
3.3 Conclusion 23 
CHAPTER FOUR: DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS VIEW REGARDING 
ABORTION 
4.0 Introduction 24 
4.1 Islamic View of Abortion 24 
4.2 The Foetus of Rape 25 
4.3 Status of Abortion in Islamic State 
4.3.1 Conservative Approach 25 
4.3.2 Liberal Approach 26 
4.4 Christian Point of View 27 
4.5 Buddhism Point of View 
4.5.1 Traditional Buddhist Teaching 28 
4.5.2 Arguments for Abortion 28 
4.6 Conclusion 29 
v 
